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THE COMMUSIST THREAT TO FOREGSA

1. Stated US intention defend Pormosa bas alsosi sertainly been
largest factor ln Commusisi fallives asaruliy isiand to date,

&, Bwer simce izland's “neutralization” is Jume 1930,
Pelping has failed repost carlier promises of
"liveration” Tormosa by specliic deadiine.

B. Although promises of “liberatioan” iatensified in
receont months, propazanda continaws BRgrest
farther pregarations Recadsary .

1. ¥Failure of Hino-~ioviet communigque (1) Uctober) to mention
“liberation” of Forsuss bas led to sous epecalation that
Pedping tricd bu¢ falled to get Joviet vomaitaent militery
support. However, no solid ovidenco on this yeiut.

4. 1a aay case, believe Hoacow and Peiping sow ia
sgreemaenl coatpone aiiitary operation, vonding
cuteonse diplomatic mansuvers.

B. Such maseuwvers would Xy to losce U5 withdrswal
from FPormous or, at least, to coupietely iwolate
U3 as sole support of Nationalisis,

KX, Cowmsunists may be yemdy try direct militsry operstions by
sprisg of naxt yepr.
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A. Peiping empsoted uwe oight araies--400, 200
troops-~Lor Formoss asssuit. Already about
470,000 Communist troops Letween ~hanghai
snd Canton. Hatiomplists, in csontrast, have
about 365,000 eifectives.

B. Communist i strasgith--already far superior
to Nationalists~-now includes about 750 jet
fighters, 13C jet bombers. By next sprisg,
prebably 330 jet fightera, 173 40t bosbors.

€. Communiat savy is wesk st present. Almoat
sure {0 be strengthesed by apring. Poiping
already bas two lomg-range Soviet subs, ome
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D. 7To waterlift forces Ior Forwoss invasion mext
spring, Cowmunists would still bave to depend
lergely o thousamis of fiabing jucks siwvays
available slong Eest China cosst.

V. Some indications Communists are thinking in terms of 195%
sespult,
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¥. On Ratlonalist side, some yossibility Jangerous sctlions,
in eliber ¢i iwo diswciions, as resgoase accumslating
worries over faturs, |
&, Haticnalist leaders, most of whom identily thoir
fature with "return to mminlang,’ aave fraguently
stated, this year, that “vetarn” cannot be POVE~
poned igdelinmitely.
B. <Couviotion zhal time ruanimg out might iead
Muatiomalists attemyt “"Dow or meves involvewsnt
B forces ia sajor action with Communists, which
sacesanry feor "return” aitespt.
¢. Teo achieve such iavolvemeant, Hationalists might
doly ¥, stage major raids on mainiaad, incresse
interceptions of Orbit mhippimg, wake air atiacks
on strategic uwinlaad targetis.
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1. 1Im other direction, Nationslis:ts might despalr of
“rotura to nainland. ™

A. Veuld thes decome vulmerable to Communist pro-
paganda urging Ratiomalist leaders and troopa to
defeoct, promising smmosty to all but Chiang
Enl-ahek .

B. Thoslar, Nationalists seem all right--are not
defying U5, are not failiing for Commus
prepagande~-but situation bears watchiag.
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